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CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
PHOTO MATCHING ACTIVITY
Information for Teachers

Caritas Australia works in partnership with communities around the world to end poverty, promote justice and uphold 
dignity. Our work is guided by the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.

These principles can be a powerful tool to help students assess social realities  such as poverty, in the light of the 
Gospel. It supports their ability to think critically and contribute meaningfully as they grow as global citizens.

Broadly, Catholic Social Teaching principles can be integrated into inquiry learning across Civics and Citizenship, 
Economics and Business, Geography and many other curriculum areas. They can also contribute to addressing the 
Cross Curricular Priorities and General Capabilities. 

Most Caritas Australia education resources link to the Catholic Social Teaching principles and the Australian Curriculum. 

For our comprehensive Catholic Social Teaching online toolkit for primary and secondary school visit: caritas.org.au/cst

http://www.caritas.org.au/cst


CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
PHOTO MATCHING ACTIVITY

Prepare students using: Catholic Social Teaching Principles for Primary School PowerPoint presentation.
Instructions:
• Create five  packs. In each pack place the strips with the CST principle already cut up, along with a copy of each of the 

photos including the captions. 
• Divide your class into five groups. 
• Distribute one pack of headings and photographs to each group.
• Display the appropriate poster (see next pages- view in full screen Ctrl+L) while students sit in groups and match the 

photographs with the most appropriate principle.  Primary Secondary

Note: 
• Encourage students to share their thinking and explain their answers to the class.
• Students may have different answers and justifications for their choices. 
• There may be more than one photo per principle.
• The principles are not independent of each other. 

Last updated Oct 2019

https://www.caritas.org.au/docs/default-source/primary-school-resources/cst_principles_primary-2016.pptx?sfvrsn=c6c59020_4?Download=true




We believe that every person 
is created in God’s image and 
that all human life is sacred. 
We believe in the dignity of 
each person.

WE BELIEVE WE ARE PART OF ONE HUMAN  
FAMILY AND HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO  
HELP EACH PERSON ACHIEVE THEIR FULL  
POTENTIAL.

SOLIDARITY

We believe in every person’s 
right to participate in the 
decisions that affect their own
lives.

SUBSIDIARITY

We believe in working towards 
the common good and looking 
beyond our own personal
interests.

THE COMMON GOOD

PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR 
THE POOR

CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
We believe that care for our common home is vital for the common good of all people. We believe a 
true ecological approach is a social approach. We are to be protectors of creation and of one another.

Catholic Social Teaching principles (CST) cover all spheres of life- the economic, political, personal 
and spiritual. The principles are inspired by scripture and the writings of the Pope and other Catholic 
leaders about social issues. Caritas Australia’s work is shaped by the tradition of Catholic 
Social Teaching.

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

We believe in prioritising the 
women, men and children 
most vulnerable to extreme 
poverty and injustice.

We believe that every person  
can be the architect of change  
in their own life.

PARTICIPATION

We believe we are part of one 
human family and have a 
responsibility to help each 
person achieve their full  
potential.

HUMAN DIGNITY



Human Dignity

Common Good

Solidarity

Subsidiarity

Preferential Option for the Poor

Participation

Care for Our Common Home
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